Work Crew Science Grants

February 2007

In past years the Biology department has made a small amount of money available to the Farm crew for the purchase of supplies and equipment that help enrich the student connection between the work of the crew and the content of biology courses. This year we would like to try something different. We would like to make this opportunity available to more crews and solicit multiple proposals that we will evaluate as a department. This letter is a solicitation for proposals from any crew that has a creative idea for how to relate the work of their crew to the academic mission of the Biology department. Crews may submit multiple proposals if they wish.

The total amount of money we expect to have available is $500, and whether we decide to make one award of this amount, or several smaller awards will depend on the number and quality of proposals we receive. If the competition proves as successful as we hope, we will try to secure additional funds and make this a regular event in the future.

We will accept proposals from staff members, but preference will be given to student-initiated proposals in hopes of getting more students to see how their biology courses relate to what they really care about: their work crew. Proposals will be judged on how well the proposed equipment or supplies will afford greater opportunities for scientific learning. Examples might include equipment for measuring, monitoring, or testing. Supplies related to a student’s natural science seminar research will qualify, but ideally the equipment will be used by multiple students, either now or in the future. Salaries and purchases part of the normal crew budget will not be considered. All purchases will need to be made before the end of this fiscal year.

We hope you bring this opportunity to the attention of your crew and help them start brainstorming on ideas. While these awards will never take the place of winning a softball game, we hope they might in some small way boost the academic résumé of your crew and the students who write the proposal. We’re also hoping this might help the biology faculty, confined to our ivory tower, learn more about the opportunities for scientific research available in the work program.

Work Crew Science Grant Application

Due March 31st 

Return this completed application to Natasha Shipman, Morse 102, Box 6226

Title of Proposal:

Work Crew(s) submitting:

Name(s) of those directly responsible:  


Contact information:

	Mail Box


	Phone:
	E-mail:


	Supervisor signature:
	Date




Amount of money requested:


Itemized list of what will be purchased

	Item
	Supplier
	Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Attach 1-2 typed pages in which you:

I. Briefly describe what will be purchased with the grant money and how it will be used.

and

II. Describe how the grant will provide scientific learning or research opportunities to students.

