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Dear Friends

The students of Wrren Wilson College selected as Environmental
Leadership Center Interns consistently embrace extraordinary challenges at
some of the finest environmental institutions in the Americas b from the
endangered rainforests of Costa Rica and Belize to the rock islands on the
coast of Maine and the policy centers of Vidshington, D.C.

We want you to remember their names:Hannah BarksLucas Blas&ebecca
DaVanon, Beth Decato, Sar DelLeirisLily Doyle Gabrielle Haynegrica
Hellen, Ludmila Janda, Juliagkhitz, Liina LauferBilly Maynad, Jesenia
Mejias Chris Metzloff, @ence OONeill, Sdr Rawleigh, Angela&vallo, Jenna
Scheiber Ellie ThomasGreg Taymar Kristin WeissingeiSaah Werner

In these times that call upon all of us to stretch, to grev, and to expand
our quest for solutions to vexing environmental and social problems we
would be well advised to regard these students as our teacherghey
inspire us by their commitment, resilience, hard work, and strong follow-
through.

These ELC Interns are exemplars of liberal arts education at its finest.
Having sened well and reflected deeply they are nowv better prepared to
lead as scientistsresearcherspolicy-makers and activists Brimming with
enthusiasm and mindful of complexity, they are eager and ready to com
municate their experiences to civic clubschurches schools and our five-
state radio audience Helping students to enjoy and to master the art of
public speaking is fundamental to effective citizenship B and to the pur
poses of the ELC Internship Program.

Hear the \oices of these engaged learners in the pages that fallpand join
me in celebrating not only who they are - but also what they are teaching
us: real leadeship requires a blend of eflection and action © and a full
commitment of the mind, heart, and spirit that does not flinch in thedce of
obstacles

John Huie, Ph. D.
Director
Environmental Leadership Center

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP CENTER



Mission of th e
Environmental
Leadership Center of
Warren Wilson
College

The mission of the Environmental Leadership Center (ELC) is to raise
awareness of local, national, and global environmental realities and to
inspire caring citizensNespecially our youth D to reflect, to communicate
and to act as responsible caretakers of the earth.alten Wilson College®
commitment to environmental responsibility is reflected in the programs of
the ELC. Through its Internships Ecoam environmental education
program, communications initiativ es including Heartstongournal, Catalyst
newsletter, and the Swannanoa Journglblic radio broadcasts the Green
Walkabout Tour, Applied Servicesand the Environmental \bices speaker
series the ELC educates and inspires leaders on campus and loeyg to
become engaged environmental citizens

About th e Internship Awards

Environmental Leadership Center Internship Avards are offered to sophe
mores and juniors at Warren Wilson College on a competitive basis Criteria
for selection are a demonstrated commitment to academic excellence
personal integrity, and environmental citizenship. The Internship Program
includes the summer work experience and a communications component
fulfilled upon returning to school. Interns commit to three public presenta -
tions about their experience delivered on campus to regional civic and faith
groups, and as essg they record for the ELG(ublic radio broadcast, the
Swannanoa JournalThese presentations educate and inspire divse
audiences about the importance of environmental citizenship and provide
valuable public speaking experience for the Interns

Portfolio d Expeierce ¥ 8mne Inlerndip Fc

Contact Stan CrossEnvironmental Leadership Center Education Director
for information about Internships ( scoss@wagn-wilson.edwr
828.771.3782) or to request an Intern speakerVisit the Internship
Program®website atwwwwarren-wilson.edu/~eléor more information.

To help support the Internship Program, contact John Huig Director,
Environmental Leadership Center(828.771.3780 or
jhuie@waren-wilson.edu).

Environmental Leadership Center Staff

John C. Huie Ph.D. Director

Stan Cross Education Diector
Margo N. Flood Associate Dactor

Phillip Gibson  Director of Rsearh and
Community Outeach
Ellen W. Querin  Administiative Assistant

Publications Ssistant,
Warren Wilson sophoner

Courtney Cochran

Stan Coss and John Huie welcome ba@R=2Interns this &ll.




Center for Environmental
Farming Systems

Cherry Research Brm
Goldsboro, North Carolina

The Center provides crop and liv estock facilities
that serve as a platform for agricultural research
to make farming more efficient, productiv e, and
profitable , while maintaining a sound environ -
ment and pro viding consumers with safe and
affordable products .

Intern: Ellie Thomas

The project that | decided on vas to research the temporal and special
patterns of parasitic vasps in flower strips Another intern and | collected
data weekly and assessed the lelof beneficial insect activity in two
different species of plants: nrrow and fennel. We were able to look at our
insects under microscopes and help identify the insects in a lab at North
Carolina State Uniersity.

The internship provided a forum for discussing globalization and how it
affects farming communities, our values and our ideas about food. One
of the most worthwhile conv ersations was how we, as activists can make
people care about where their food comes from and hev it is produced.
This is a difficult issue to tackle as w live in a society that \alues
convenience and independence and with so few communities that hae a
traditional food culture .

During this internship | reaffirmed the importance of observation, quiet
reflection, and discussion, and of hard work as an alternative to using
tractors | have learned that employing these techniques on ny farm is
important to me not only for environmental reasons, but for spiritual
reasons as wll. Through the experience of verking at CEFS, | hae
confirmed my desire to be an educatar

CooperRiis

Mill Spring, North Carolina

This unique h ealing community is a
nonprofit organization that pro vides a
comprehensive program close to nature
for individuals with mental illness and
emotional distress that addresses the
needs of their mind, body , and spirit.

Intern:; Chris Metzloff

Working with the residents at CooperRiis | learned that | would not be
able to solve their problems. If | could sit and listen to them work out
their problems or make them feel a little bit excited about something,
then | considered it a success One success | had a significant role in
was the life of the resident | woke up every morning. On the days when
he avoke and came to campuswithout my help, | loved seeing this for
it showed a significant improvement in overcoming his obsessie-com-
pulsive disorder and finding the motivation to get to work.

Saleem, a Vdrren Wilson alum who worked at Cooper Riis became a
very good friend of mine during the summer. The entire community
was incredibly sad when he left. This esnt caused me to reflect on ny
own experience and that | would soon be leaving this place where | had
become so comfortable | realized what an incredible amount of
knowledge and skills | gained, tools that would be necessary to deal
with problems that arise at Warren Wilson. | am holding fast to the
friendships and lessons learned at CooperRiis Working at CooperRiis
was the best vay | could have spent my summer and | am profoundly
thankful | had this opportunity .
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EARTHUniv ersity Genesis Wildlife Sanctuary

Limon, Costa Rica Beech Mountain, North Carolina

A unigue educational institution, EARTH This nonprofit center rehabilitates injured
strives to create leaders for the 2Lst century - wild animals for release and conducts
agents of change who will greatly shape th e educational programs at area schools and
direction of environmental protection and camps with non-releasable animals .

development in Latin America and th e entire
global community .

Intern: Angela Revallo Intern: Sarah DeLeiris
For the first 3 weeks | worked at the Integrated Organic Brm - a complete Although | have always been willing to share my knowledge of the envi
ly organic educational farm. The farm is divided into four areas: goatspigs ronment with others, | can now do more. | am now able to educate
crops and compost. | worked in each area for three to four dgs The work to people on how they can help to protect wildlife and safely care for
be done depended on eerything from the weather to how fast the pigs vere injured and orphaned animals. | think that it is important for people to
eating. My responsibilities included cleaning the pig house milking the understand the relationship that we have with wildlife and our impact
goats maintaining compost piles, harvesting the vegetable cropsand har on them with every action in our daily lives One of the biggest impacts
vesting bananassugar cane and other @getation for animal food. Working we have is the increased amount of deglopment that is occurring. As
on EARTHfarms gae me a lot of practical experienceand | gained insight we encroach on the land, ve are rema/ing viable habitat that our wild
into the challenges of farming in the humid tropics. | realized that groning neighbors need.

food organically presents mary difficulties that are not eay to overcome In
response to these challengeplaces like EARTH are using new resources and  One of the most amazing and memorable parts of ny summer was the

technologies to prepare a new generation of farmerd believe EARTH connection | made with some of the animals. | was able to watch the
University can have a great impact on the degloping world. complete rehabilitation and release cyle for seeral of the animals that
came in, and was often able to participate closely in the process
After spending a yar at Warren Wilson studying globalization, inequality, If humans can learn about the impacts that they hae on wildlife, and
unjust food systems and environmental crises it was shocking to see all of how quickly the wild animals are fading away due to our way of living,
these things happening in one place on a such a large scaldfeel better perhaps they will change their \alues and lifestyles It is my duty to
prepared to continue studying global studies and sustainable agriculture and  spread this information as best | can, nav that it is mine to share. If we
I know now that | have a lot to contribute in the classroom. | have begun are to protect what is left of the natural world, it must include the
thinking about m y career path, and the idea of being directly inalved with wildlife that shares it with us. | feel a responsibility to the whole world

the process of radical grassroots mements is \ery appealing. My experience  to do my part in protecting the Earth and all life on it.
at EARTH motivated me to fight for the rights of rural farmers and people in
deweloping nations
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Great Smoky Mountains
Institute at T remont

Tremont, Tennessee

The Institute operates an environmental learning
center, in cooperation with th e Great Smoky
Mountains National P ark, focusing on environ -
mental education for y outh.

Intern: Terence OONeill

My assignment was to relate the Great Smoky Mountains National Brk to
groups of campers ly the most effective means: immersion. W painstaking
ly designed their days, and these scheduling demands wighed heavily on
my mind: how would | kno w what twenty elewen-year olds want?

Occasionally these students wuld tell me of personal breakthroughs in how
they think about wilderness (Ol neer thought it could be like thisEl think

IOm going to come back here exwy yearO) and those were some of the most
rewarding moments. It consistently shocks me that yu can ne\er predict
which kids will gain the most from an 'y given experience The kids that donOt
know the first thing about nature will often make the greatest stridesamaz
ing themselves with how much they care about the life cgles of, sg,

mayflies.

I am grateful for this past summer | read a lot and slept badly and vas tested
a lot by the kids, but | expanded and deepened m understanding and love
for the outdoors and the interactions, good and bad, that we as people hae
in it. 1 wanted to learn this summer by teaching. This experience made me
grasp the knawledge on a deeper legl than | ever would have on my own.
Helping fit this kno wledge in to the studentsO evld views embedded it more
deeply in mine.

National A udubon Society
Seabird Restoration Project

Bremen, Maine

This exemplary seabird restoration
program offers students th e opportunity
to serve as research assistants They
collect data, band birds , educate the
public and h elp maintain six islands off
the coast of Maine.

Intern: Lucas BlassLily Doyle

Lucas BlassBirds. If I could sum up my summer experience with the
National Audubon Society® Seabird Rstoration Program, ny feelings
would be encompassed in that one vord. The sheer number of birds that |
was in nearly constant contact with vas staggering. It is impossible to
explain the sensations inwlved with being in the middle of a tern colony to
someone who hasnOt been there and done that. Learning to identifiweigh,
measure and tag seabirds s a great experiencdt is incredible to be able
to live on these islands off the coast of Maine which are basically deted
entirely to birds. The incredible beauty of these islands is only seenyba
privileged few naturalists ewery year, and | felt fortunate to be one of the
people who got to live in these places for a while

I learned all that | could about the field techniques used ty the Audubon
Society and worked alongside real biologists | learned knots, watercratft,
fishing techniques, and folklore. Some of the principles | had learned in
classes at \&fren Wilson such as consemtion biology and ecology were
illustrated on a larger scale to me this summerl got a taste of what it really
means to manage habitat for certain specieMly experience this summer
brought home the reality of the fact that consenation biology often
involves putting one speciesO surahover seeral others for whatever rea
son. | am grateful to have had an opportunity to see the real inner vork-
ings of a unique marine ecogstem, and to question my own motiv es and
ethics for tampering with such a gstem.
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National A udubon Society
Seabird Restoration Project

Bremen, Maine

Lily Doyle / My last month was spent on an
island 20 miles offshore called Matinicus
Rock. It wasnOt until the second half of m
summer that | felt calm and pleased to be an
obsener in a world of birds. On the rock | banded tern, puffin and petrel
chicks Getting close to the different birds helped me to appreciate their
differences their personalities, and their way of life. | learned a lot about
marine life, not just birds. | rowed with seals swam with fish and
puffins, and fished for striper. | played my banjo on the dock for the set
ting sun. | asked nmyself questions about ny relationship to the earth and
other species How much can we do to help something we donOt under
stand? Is it our place to kill owls and gulls to protect another bird? Are
we playing god?

Already in the hustle of school, work and friends | crave the remoteness
of a Maine island. | really appreciate the time | had to be a quiet visitor
to a world of species that are not ny own. In the future | know that |
will be doing some form of environmental w ork. Working this summer
gave me a better idea of what field research inelves and | look forward
to seeing how other projects are run. Thank pu, ELC, for providing so
many environmental opportunities to W arren Wilson students

| came to discover my passioarfenvironmental education:
to get othes to develop ae&lationship with the envionment,
to have that experience that goes beyond d®and ational

The Nature Conservancy

Long Island Chapter -
Cold Springs Harbor, New York

This national organization focuses on th e
conservation of threatened species and habitats
through th e management and purchase of land as
well as by working with oth er agencies

Intern: Rebecca Da&hon

In the case of managing protected species like piping phers and least
terns, seeing a pair not only hatch but fledge a clutch is the motiation that
pushes yu to walk day after day, rain or shine, hot or cold looking for birds
that basically detest all ypur efforts. | guess the biggest lesson | had to learn
from this internship is that y ou cannot save ewery bird. Learning to focus
not on the ones we lost but on the ones we saed was important. Another
lesson that became clear to me from ny first day is that you cannot teach
field work in a classroom. | had had all the theory all the science Being
on the beach, working with a specific focus and management plan, and
making a significant impact on the survival of these birds completely
washed avay all my preconceived notions on what consenation work
involved. It is not something | can easily describe It can only be under
stood through the experience of knaving that you are the front line of
defense against all the odds for these fragile creaturedt is about experienc
ing mostly failure with a spice of successlt is being overwhelmed with peo-
ple motivated by greedy self interest as &l as uneducated biases|t is see
ing your first chick die and your first chick take flight. It is, despite eery-
thing that happens, maintaining hope and optimism and nev er giving up.

People out there care more than pu think. On the rise is a new generation
who at the tender age of five already recognizes that there exists aond of
awe not so separate from our evn. | can now apply environmental educa
tion, especially with youth, to a real situation. | most surely realize nav
that half the battle is not convincing people to care but teaching them how
to care | can only hope that the same kiddos and moms ve talked to will

thinking and to feel the peace and calmness that permeates grow up and take up the cause | guess that is all of our hope here at

the natural world.

Warren Wilson and the hope of the world. Youth...

Grey Traymar, Intern, Smithsonian Environmental Research Center
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The Nature Conservancy

North Carolina Chapter, Mountains
District - Saluda, North Carolina

This national organization focuses on th e consenation of threatened species and habitats
through th e management and purchase of land as well as by working with oth er agencies

Intern: Hannah Barks, Jenna Scheiber

Hannah Barks/ The major focus of my internship

was to OS# the Last Great Place® V& worked to

presene the land in the Hickory Nut Gorge and sur
rounding areas A great deal of the vark was done with invasive exotic
removal and extraction. W& were given the opportunity to meet a lot of
the great naturalists and botanists of vestern North Carolina. | also got
the chance to be in the PBS program OOur StateO with bat and salaman
der experts Chris McGrath and James &dgett.

| know now that although | want to learn ewerything there is to know
about the natural and synthetic world, | am moved to focus on what |
love most B chemistry and plysics | have realized the most significant
thing a person can learn from an internship is what one really vants to
do in life. My personal mission is to be one of the greatest scientists the
world has ewer seen or at the least, to be what | consider to be a great
scientist. | realize that although | want to learn ewerything there is to
know, | am only one person. To make the world a better place | must
trust other people to make educated decisions and belie that those
decisions are right.

Jenna Scheiber/ As a summer intern

working for The North Carolina Nature

Consenancy® Mountain District, |

mainly worked in Hickory Nut Gorge, leading tours at the Bat Cae pre-
sene twice a week, doing trail maintenance removing exotic species
and carrying out invasive plot work at the Bat Cave and Rumbling Bald
Preseres Working with multiple scholars in their fields of expertise
was one of nmy favorite parts about this summer work experience It was
great to go out in the field with people who are working jobs that | have
imagined for myself. These people \wre great and offered guidance in
pursuing a career in conseration.

Prior to my summer internship | was a nature enthusiast with little real
knowledge of the greenery that | found so intriguing. Nov | am on my
way to becoming a true biologist with the knowledge and skill to not
just enjoy nature, but also to help save it. The significant learnings that |
have brought back to Warren Wilson College from my summer intern-
ship are knowledge of exotic and invasive species and the impact that
they can have on an ecogstem. From this knowledge of invasive exotics
| am going to plan a natural science seminar to determine the extent of
the threat of invasive exotics on the Warren Wilson campus | will be
follo wing a procedure similar to the one I learned this summer; and
hopefully, through my study of the College©problem, | will be able to
help dewvelop a plan to limit the impact of these species on our campus

| asked myself questions about meglationship to the earth and other specieslow much
can we do to help something we donOt urstand? Is it our place to kill owls and gulls to

protect a another species? &we playing god?

Lily Doyle, Intern, NationaAudubon Society Seabird Restoration Project
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North Carolina
Coastal Federation

Newport, North Carolina

The Federation protects th e coastal
environment, culture , and economy
through habitat protection and restoration,
environmental la w and order, and
environmental education .

Intern: Erica Hellen

Every Tuesdsy and Thursday at 11:00 and 1:00, we took tourists, school,
and outdoor groups from the sound side of the island to the ocean side
talking about plant and animal adaptations, barrier island migration and
habitats, and island consenation and respect. Cape Lookout is one of the
most beautiful places on the North Carolina Coast, with bright blue (not
freezing) water, white, uninhabited/undev eloped beachesand abundant
coastal wildlife. Other responsibilties involved working with adult v olun -
teers and an at-risk puth group, instructing them where and how to plant
and fertilize the marshgrass and encouraging them to stamotivated
throughout the long, dirty day. At the completion of that project, a surpris-
ingly large area of grass as planted and, with a little luck (and no hurri -
canes), it should become a stable marsh area in 2ears and an actie
marsh ecogstem in 10 years

| absorbed and took home an extensie amount of knowledge about
North Carolina@ coastal areas and a passion for their conseion. When
people know more about an area, it becomes more personal to them and
they are much more inclined to take care of it. This really preed true for
me. | want Cape Lookout to remain in the pristine state that it is and, in
learning so much about it this summer and educating others | now know
the steps that must be taken to ensure that it happens

Programme for Belize

Hill Bank Field Station, Belize

This organization promotes conserv ation of th e
natural h eritage of Belize and wise use of its
natural resources

Intern: Beth Decato, Kristin Weissinger

Beth Decato, |,

Beth Decatad/ | learned how to use a machete and, despite manclose
calls, | never sliced off my foot (or anyone else€for that matter). The
machete is a hundred tools in one and depending on your situation,
can also sere as yur best friend. 10 informed my family that a
machete is what | would like to receive as ny graduation gift.

| also learned that reflection is necessary to truly understand an experi
ence | realized how much | value time by myselfNwhether it is in the
back of a truck, down by the creek, or @oneO® amongst the cravded city
street. | realized that | had neer been fully avare of the moon® path
across the sky until I had nothing else to distract me | learned to listen
for the rain. | realized that picking mangoes off the tree and eating
them on the deck of the cabana after a nice afternoon swim in the creek
fills you with a wholesome feeling incomparable to any other. | realized
that seeing a jaguar is more of a spiritual experience than a whole
childhood of Sundays spent in church. Looking back, | learned a lot
this summerNmore than | could ev er recount in a single thoughtful
reflection. Above all, | feel like my experience in Belize vas a test of ny
personal strength and ny ability to adapt to a culture that is so much
different from the one that | had grown accustomed to.

(Kristin Wessinger on next papge
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Programme for Belize

Hill Bank Field Station, Belize
Continued

Kristen Weissinger/ The opportunity | value most
from my time in Belize is that | was able to witness
firsthand the functioning of a mostly healthy and
protected ecogstem. While | knew that animals
have homes as of course they must, | had nesr
seen with my own eyes the strikingly routine and
predictable behavior of wild animals , they way they
use their territories to sustain them. | sa the same
two toads eery night in the exact same placeThey sat under a light ly
the entrance to the dining room, which was where theytoo, ate their
dinner. The mango tree supported so much lifeRed-lored parrots four
deer, infinite numbers of ants and other bugs and us No matter how
much we all ate more mangoes vere always ripe for us the next dg.
Really the whole forest maintained this abundance with amazing grace
I had the rare opportunity as a human to witness firsthand the ery
careful equilibrium in which all wildlife had enough space , enough
prey, and naturally, enough predators to sustain a healtly and complex
ecoystem. A the top of this delicate balance lives jaguay omnipresent
and yet scarcely seen. Ongeby no force other than tremendous luck,
Beth and | sav a jaguar He was wet from a recent rain and he appeared
calm and in control as he looked upon us.

The greatest threat to the Belizean jungle right na is, unsurprisingly,
humans. The \ellow-headed parrots are seriously at risk of extinction if
poaching cannot be stopped. The gllow-heads will not breed in captivi-
ty, so eery bird taken out of its natural habitat exponentially decreases
their chances of regenerating. Unfortunatelytheir charismatic personalr
ties and tendency to become easily attached to humans makes them
popular and eag to target. While in Belize | felt, and still feel, the
tremendous weight of our obligation as humans to be responsible stew
ards of the \ery few wild places that our industry and enterprise has
spared, else they will not be spared much longer

Rocky Mountain Institute

Snowmass Colorado

The Institute utilizes free-market economics
as a means of achieving environmental
protection through research and education.

Intern: Billy Maynard

What | liked most about the nature of my assignments vas the balance
of freedom and responsibility. This freedom provided an excellent
opportunity to apply the skills | had learned working on the Warren
Wilson farm while adding my own ideas and thoughts on land manage
ment. At times it was frustrating being solely in charge of a herd of ani
mals. It takes up a large amount of onetime and lends itself to
strange work hours. The benefit was that | gained a more realistic
picture of what it would be like to steward my own land and liv estock.
Now I know | can maintain the upkeep and the health of a cattle herd
and improve the health of the land® ecogstem. Among the mary skills
| acquired this summer, confidence in my skills is at the top of the list.

| broadened my horizons and not only learned more about agriculture,
but about ecology, botany, and the natural world in general. | realized
that | need not become an expert in one field and ignore the rest and
this led me to see the interconnections that are so obvious onceou
open your mind to the natural w orld in general. | learned that agricut
ture in its greatest form is a commune with nature a ymbiotic
agreement. And | beliew that this was ny greatest discwgery of all.
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. The childen gained so much awaness
Scottie® Place about nature and about their ability to
take cae of and appeciate the world. And

from their excitement and inteest, my
This special needs camp for homeless commitment to the env_lpnment was ein-
chiIdreF:1 is geared to wa?d empowerment, forced. The pesonal ab'.“ty to take cae of
adventure and community service . the land that the children learned also
taught the children they had a pesonal

ability to take care of themselvesand thus

allowed them (and me) to learn to gow

into good, caring adults

Ludmila Janda, Intern, Scottie©Place

Peterson, West Virginia

Intern: Gabrielle Haynes Ludmila Janda

Ludmila Janda /1 really cherished sending children back with new skills
and a belief in themseles knowing they were capable of making a
meal, making a chicken coop; that they could, simply learn anything.
Some of the children had been ignored in classrooms and, as a result,
thought that they were stupid. When they sa that they could learn to
do challenging things, they had a reneved sense of self-confidence

and hope.

Gabrielle Haynes /It wasnOt until | vas immersed in staff training,
waking up in the open mountain air with the rising sun and spending
innumerable hours discussing programming, that it fully dawned on me
the vast options and opportunities this job granted me. What was most
fascinating about this position was the broad exposure to new lifestyles
and paradigms not only among the campers but among my co-workers
and supervisors as ll. | found the insights at Scottie®Place to be
more honest, poignant, and without bias that any ess# or lecture | have
ewver been exposed to. It vas great to see children from the projects of
Washington, DC share the trials and revards side by side and in friend-
ship with children from the often racially isolated hills of rural W est
Virginia.

This experience preided me with the conviction that | want to be a
social work major and that | could be a social worker. Just as the
children grew over their two weeks at camp and left feeling able to learn
and do anything, | returned home and to school with similar feelings
and the knowledge that | could push myself to incredible lengths. |

know now that | can enter a professional vork setting and rise to the
challenges of the joh | have a new trust and understanding of nyself.

| feel as though | hare gotten a glimpse of ny future and am now
confident that | am capable of living that future.

While at camp, | occasionally had the chance to pick up Haovard Zinn®@
autobiography, You CanOt Be Neatron a Moving fiain. It left me think -
ing a lot about how to go about changing the world and what is the
best, most meaningful approach. Certainly | met a few Howard Zinn
leaders this summer and | anticipate the day when I0Il see each of
them making headlines for world change But for the rest of us meek
visionaries, with the patient diligence, quiet empathy, and resered grace
of my peers and me | sav great potential for a more sustainable and
equal reality.
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Smithsonian Environmental R esearch Center

Edgevater, Maryland

The Center® mission is to adv ance the stewardship of th e biosphere
through interdisciplinary research and education.

Intern: Greg Taymar, Sarah Werner

Greg Taymar / As an intern in the

education department, | was responsible
for teaching an established environmental education curriculum and vork-
ing on my own individual project. There were two main programs in
which | participated - Estuary Chesapeake and ‘@fland Ecology One of
the main reasons that | chose to teach environmental education this sum
mer was that | wanted to get a sense of hev | would feel teaching it for an
extended period of time. Before doing my internship, | knew | wanted to
teach environmental education but | did not know what context | wanted
to teach it in. This past summer gae me the flexibility to try different styles
of teaching.

I chose activities that not only taught environmental concepts but also
allowed the children to experience the environment in ways they neer had
before. | structured activities in which all of their senses vere being utk
lized, not simply their most dominant sense of sight. These vere by far
their favorite and the most powerful. Why was this? | beliee it was
because ly OfeelingO rather than Othinking,O they connected with a deeper
part of themselves This activity was pivotal for them and for me. | came to
discover my passion for environmental education: to get others to deelop
a relationship with the environment, to have an experience that goes
beyond words and rational thinking and to feel the peace and calmness
that permeates the natural verld. | accomplished other material things in
my internship such as deeloping a dichotomous tree guide but these
were minimal achievements compared to disceering my true passion for
helping others dewelop a relationship with the natural world.

Samah Werner / The plant ecology lab where |

worked is conducting a long-term study of

relationships between orchids and fungi in

terrestrial ecogstems In my work, | identified 8 lines of orchids in the
plot, four from each side to compare the more- and less-densely populat
ed sides and, for starters took soil cores next to each orchid on the line
Besides acquiring tangible results from ng research, | also learned a
good deal about genetics and ngcology and more than | ever thought
possible about amplifying and sequencing DNA and all the processes
biologists use to extract DNA from een the most minute amount of root
tip. It really got interesting when | got my first set of sequences back and
could stare at the computer screen at line after line of genetic coda
whole string of letters that was only a tiny fragment of the genetic mate
rial of this living organism.

| bring back to Warren Wilson a much better understanding of plant and
fungal genetics and ery useful experience wrking in a research lab | also
learned a good deal about other research that is happening in the field of
ecology as a result of attending wekly seminars gien both by resident
and visiting scientists in a \ariety of labs Ecology is the study of interae
tions between and among animals plants, fungi, and bacteria and this
summer was an inwestigation into the inner workings of these parts and
how we, as humans are affecting these fragile relationships | didnOt think
that | wanted to spend my whole life studying this kind of thing. | w anted
to go into medicine, to help people in a very direct way. What | learned is
that this work, this research into the ecology of life is just as beneficial.
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Tropical Forestry Initiativ e

Tres PiedrasCosta Rica

On this 3 00-acre farm, interns manage indigenous
tree species work to restore th e rainforest, and

educate children about th e environment.

| came to Warren Wilson College
because | did not want to
debate whether or not we had an
environmental crisis | wanted to
debate how to fix it.
Olga Milenkaya,
Warren Wilson College alumnus

Intern: Liina Laufer, Jesenia MejiasSarah Rawleigh

Liina Laufer / | gained strength in many ways while in Costa Rica. | gained
physical strength from the labor | did in the nursery and other projects
such as cutting bamboo and gusa with a machete digging holes for
various purposes climbing steep slopes to plant saplings and from hiking
up mountains through forest and pasture to learn about the ecology and
environmental problems in different areas.

In Costa Rica there is a bewildering paradox of beauty and destruction. &/
passed mist-coered mountain pastures an exquisite painting of rusty
orange earth, green grassnd blue sky We stopped to take photographs of
the beautiful but horrifying scene, for these hills and the earth exposed on
them should be buried under rainforest rather than grazed upon ly a herd
of cattle surrounded by living fences strung with barbed wire It is the
strangest experience to look at such beauty and realize that it is wrong
the cattle grazing and the lack of trees cause massierosion, clearly visible
when the afternoon rain pours down and washes the red soil into the
muddy rivers making them chocolate-colored torrents that rush into the
ocean, smothering aquatic habitats and coral reefsThe fertility of the soil

is quickly lost without the biomass of trees to keep it in place

My travels and work in Costa Rica imprinted upon me the direct
connection between the choices v make as consumers and their
destructive impact on the environment in tropical developing countries.

Jesenia Mejias MThe most significant thing | learned during my time in
Costa Rica is haev truly ignorant | am, but w orse how truly ignorant we
as a society in the 2st century are of the consequences of our decisions
We consume without knowledge of the origin of our products, we live
our lives oblivious to the decisions made for us Oin our namé® V¢
devastate the environment and ve are more and more dependent on a
system that is nowhere near sustainableWe do not even have an inkling
of an understanding of the complexities that drive the consumption of
the products that allow us to live so comfortably, yet are so destructie

to our environment.

The internship in Costa Rica has opened m eyes to this urgent problem.
Many conscious educated, and creatie thinkers are needed to find a vay
to help ourselves and to help our environment. Talking to travelers and
Ticos in Costa Rica has made me realize lowe are all connected to each
other and how important it is to understand the situation of other peoples,
like Costa Ricansto determine whether or not our actions are directly or
indirectly affecting them.

(Sarah Rawleigh on next page
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Tropical Forestry Initiativ e

Tres PiedrasCosta Rica
Continued

Sarah Rawleigh/ After breakfast ve scattered into our different work crews.
We had the option of starting the TFI garden bedsbuilding raised beds for
tree planting, improving the eroded trails or assisting graduate students in
their research. One grad student, Deborah needed help at night finding
anoles measuring them, and tagging them. Another student \as setting up
traps to catch and identify butterflies Although | volunteered to help with
the garden, | was often elsewhergbagging soil, sifting soil, or chopping
down guava and bamboo with my mighty machete For seweral nights, |
joined Deborah@® group with my headlamp on, and my eyes wide in the
night, carefully examining the undersides of leaes for tiny anoles

| left Costa Rica with a better idea of hav important people are in the
movement to protect our environment. Cultural sensitivity and under-
standing are incredibly valuable when working with people of another
culture to facilitate environmental protection. 10Om lucky to hae been able
to work with the fine people of Tres PiedrasAll environmentalists should
experience vorking with people of another culture. It puts the environ-
mental work in a more realistic perspectiv. Thank you, ELC, for avarding
me this opportunity .

The Washington Center

Washington, DC

This nonpartisan educational
organization places interns with th e
Environmental Protection Agency to

learn about public policy and th e people
and organizations that shape it.

Intern: Julia Kernitz

My summer assignment at the ER was to create a database or clearing
house of contamination incidents to source water of public water
systems in the US in the last tventy years The results that | found will
be used to update information on the economic costs of responding to
contamination to source water. | learned an amazing amount about
what it takes to keep our drinking water up to health standards and
how to appreciate this process from the policy perspect® | was deas
tated to see the role economics plgs in the protection of our natural
environment. At any moment in time, the ERA is discussing hav they
effectively used the previous par®budget, hav they will use the current
year®budget to the last penry, and how they plan to use the budget for
the following fiscal year, too.

I have nothing but complete gratitude for the staff of the ERA who
spend their entire day indoors in front of a computer to run the
programs that allow me to drink safely from the tap, and breathe the air
that | would like. Although the EPA does not always stand for environ-
mental protection, the staff that work within the EPA are saints Never
in ten weeks did | imagine | would learn so much about environmental
policy, the professional world, and myself.
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In environmental studies we live by the David Orr philosophy that ecological
literacy consists of knowing, caring and @ctical competencé he internships

provide r all of this. Students ae able to experience issues in depth and live with
them, become passionate about them, and achieve competence in dealing with t

Lou Weber, Ph.D., Environmental Studies Department Co-chair and Biology faculty

Environmental Leadership Center Internships

Center for Environmental Farming Systems  North Carolina Coastal Fedeation

Cherry Research Frm, Goldsboro, NC Newport, NC
CooperRiis Programme br Belize

Mill Spring, NC Hill Bank Field Station, Belize
EARTH University Rocky Mountain Institute

Our red, bur-wheel drivedyota bounced, twisted and Limon, Costa Rica

Snowmass, CO

swerved along the worn ootd leading im the main ~ Genesis Wildlife Sanctuary Scottie®Place

highway outside of San Isidio Tes Piedis In the Beech Mountain, NC Peterson. WV

three weeks lmé the internship started | asked many ~ Great Smoky Mountains Institute Smithsonian Envionmental Reseach Center
tourists and Ticos (Costa Ricans) veh&es Piedis was at Tremont

Edgewater, MD

and it seemed that no one had teaf the rual town. Tremont, TN Tropical Forestry Initiative
Soon, though, it became my homeféur weeksAs the National Audubon Society Sealur Tres Piedras Costa Rica
truck climbed steeper hills and slipped down muddy Restoation Project The Washington Center
roads| wondeed just whex we wex headed. Thevad Breman, ME Washington, DC

passed byfcy stucco houses usuallgipenl on top of a  The Nature Conservancy

hill with iron gates sununding them. It passed by diap Cold Springs Harbor , NY-Long Island Chapter

idated barns wherbaefoot childen stood next to big- Mountain District, Saluda, NC-NC  Chapter

eyed cows with floppy sdtast small houses with rusty

tin roos Thee wee old, skinny men with leathery skin What a delightful evening we had when the ELC Interns

sitting on pachesMost people waved and yelled presented their summer experiences to theeagmatgmn.

OBuenosO as our small gringadeapassed.biheir The students wemutstanding. watched as each of the

smiles wer wide and toothyrhey looked happy and audience sat &nsfixed by thesemarkable young people

well-lived. Driving to fles Piedss along that long, bringing brwad the points of emonmental and

winding road full of people and their stoyietelt the social stewasship as they had experienced them in

nervous excitement of the unknown, the new aadggr their summesQvork. They wera cedit to themselves

about to dench my senses the ELC, and Wdrren Wilson Collegé\Ve hope this

becomes an annual event.
Sarah Rwileigh, Intern, Tropical Forestry Initiative
Bill Bush, ELC Alvisory Council Member
St. Mark United Methodist
Seneca, SC
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