Finding Common Ground: Strategies for Creating Syninesis

Templates and Logical Building Blocks

Overview

Synthesis may be an Hegelian constant, the inner workings of which are so internalized in our
minds as scholars that the moves needed to bring various—and interdisciplinary — perspectives
together into something new can seem to our students like magic.

In truth, the work of creating synthesis is more logic than magic. And we can offer students various
structures to guide the logical building of synthetic argument.

Structures
Confluence

Templates

« Piggy-Back / Sedimentation

« Sparring Partners / Tectonic Plates
« Family Portrait / Light Spectrum

+ A Parade / Tributaries

@ [N CLASS: have students try out templates (modifying them as needed); use template as starting
point to dialogue in pairs, each explaining her argument

@ Templates can be the starting point of actual paragraphs for a paper; or they can be ways to
organize thinking before drafting

Sequence
Logical Building Blocks

« conjunctions: FANBOYS
« conjunctive adverbs
« other transition language

= [N CLASS: engage students in kinetic/visual activity of configuring their sources and argument



Bulding Blocks of Synthesis

Now that you have the many sources gathered in research (and have, furthermore, many ideas
within each of those sources), you are ready to build synthesis among those separate parts.

CONJUNCTIONS (FANBOYS) & CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS (and like transitions)

AND
also indeed
besides in fact
furthermore moreover
in addition SO too
ADDITION
BUT YET OR NOR
although nevertheless
by/in contrast nonetheless
conversely on the contrary
despite on the other hand
even though regardless
CONTRAST/TURN however whereas
admittedly naturally
although it is true of course
granted to be sure
CONCESSION/
LIMITATION
FOR SO
as a result in sum
consequently therefore
hence thus
in conclusion to sum up
CONCLUSION in short to summarize

These four types of logical building blocks can help you configure your argument at several levels.

Global

SOURCE CARDS: Use 1 card to summarize a key/main argument of each source

LOGIC CARDS: Link source cards with appropriate logic card (circle the specific words you’ll use)

Local

ISSUE CARDS: Use 1 card to identify specific issues or problems around research topic

LOGIC CARDS: Link source cards with appropriate logic card (circle the specific words you’ll use)




