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After an hour-long meeting with Holly 
Iglesias at the Filo cafe, I felt as though I had 
known her forever.  Reading her prose poetry 
conveys similar feelings.  The activities and 
people described in her poems convey an aura 
of memory, like a whiff of scent from a bottle of 
perfume on your grandmother’s dressing table.

Façade

The park fills with noise, saws, hammers, 
gossip, complaints about the mud, flies, the 
cow gone dry. Glad for the work, the lot of 
us, camped in tents and abandoned streetcars. 
My Larry hangs plaster, huge gewgaws 
molded by the Italians, on the palaces taking 
shape behind falsework.

Baby’s due any day, bigwigs planning a fuss. For 
the papers, not me. My job is to push her out, 
then present us proper for the baptism, quaint 
little family all cleaned up. Priests and dignitaries 
will press in for the photograph, their faces close 
to hers in hope of sharing the fame—Louisiana 
Purchase O’Leary, first-born of the Fair.

------from Souvenirs of a Shrunken World

Iglesias will be serving as the Harwood-Cole guest 
lecturer this fall. “It’s a big deal,” she says, and she is 
“deeply honored and nervous.”  Given that she generally 
writes poems of 250 words or fewer, she says of the 
lecture, “Taking up that much space is daunting.”

Iglesias, a 2011 National Endowment for the Arts 
Creative Writing Fellowship winner, writes prose poems 
based on historical events and containing what she 

describes as the “heart of brevity.”  She imagines that 
her Harwood-Cole talk will center on the idea that one 
learns about “the 
big story through 
the little story.”  
Her first poetry 
collection, Souvenirs 
of a Shrunken World, 
gives us glimpses 
of attendees and 
participants in the 
1904 Saint Louis 
World’s Fair.  One of 
the poems concerns a 
woman who attended 
the Fair as a child 

Date to 
Remember 

Harwood-Cole Lecture
Note: Second Saturday in 

November!
Saturday, Nov. 12, 2011

Gladfelter Student Center,  
Canon Lounge

Reception & Music:  3:00 p.m.
Lecture:  4:00 p.m. 

All invited.G Continued on Page 3
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From the Director
By Chris Nugent

“A year full of activities lies ahead—wish us perseverance and success!”  
This is how I ended my column in last fall’s newsletter.  I had no idea just 
how full and challenging the year ahead was going to be!  As it turned out, it 
brought more than its share of sadness and loss, but there were also moments 
to celebrate.  Let me explain. Some improvements to the building are certainly 
reasons for satisfaction:  the third and final new study room is being completed 
as I am writing this column.  It will be equipped with a large-screen, wall-
mounted monitor to which students can hook up their laptops for easier group 
work.  We were fortunate to receive a LSTA grant* to equip all study rooms 
with this technology, which will make these already attractive spaces even more 
popular among students.  

We were also able to do something for ourselves by giving our kitchen/
break room a major facelift this summer:  the room received a fresh coat of 
paint, and Friends of the Library funds allowed us to purchase new furniture. 
We now have a lunch nook as well as a comfortable reading corner!  Thank you, 
Friends of the Library, for making such projects possible.

	 Another reason to celebrate is the favorable feedback we received from 
faculty and students this past year. As part of our ongoing assessment activities, 
we had asked them in a number of surveys how satisfied they were with our 
resources, facilities, and services.  Their high level of satisfaction is especially 
gratifying since our purpose is the support of their academic endeavors. Helpful 
suggestions will guide us as we are planning for the future.

Yet another positive development was the donation of a large CD collection 
of Old-time and Bluegrass music, the Fred Bartenstein Collection, brokered by 
music faculty member Kevin Kehrberg.  Our technical services department has 
begun to process the collection, an effort that will take two more years. 

Much has happened with the Friends of the Library as well.  The response 
to my request for one faculty or staff member to fill the vacant campus liaison 
position was so overwhelming that we decided to have five campus liaisons 
on the Board instead of just one!  Each campus volunteer offered to support 
the work of the Friends of the Library with his or her special expertise, which 
will facilitate and enrich the Board’s work tremendously and strengthen the 
ties between the Friends of the Library and the College.  You can find our new 
liaisons listed in this newsletter and I trust you will see ample evidence of their 
good work at our various functions.  Welcome and thank you to them all!

	 The year was also very difficult, as mentioned earlier.  We tried to 
support our  dear colleague and friend, Martha McLean (‘75), throughout her 
valiant struggle with cancer and then mourned her upon her untimely death in 
early May.  She is greatly missed in the library as well as by her many friends all 
over campus.  

	 I think it is fair to say that we persevered and succeeded during this past 
year.  We hope for much good to happen during this new school year and are 
grateful, as always, for your support!

____
* LSTA funds awarded by the State Library of North Carolina are made possible through funding 

from the federal Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) under the provisions of the Library 
Services and Technology Act as administered by the State Library of North Carolina, a division of the 
Department of Cultural Resources.

This newsletter was printed on paper made 

from alternative fibers containing 50% sugar 

cane bagasse pulp and 50% recycled fiber, 

including 30% post-consumer fiber. No new 

trees were destroyed to make this paper and it 

is elemental chlorine free.
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An Interview with Holly Iglesias
G Continued from Page 1

If you would like  
to receive Friends of the 
Library correspondence 

via email, please send your 
email address to  
Chris Nugent 

nugent@warren-wilson.edu 

 Thank you!

Appreciation
The Friends of the 
Library and the library 
staff wish to thank:

•• Dr. Virginia 
McKinley for serving 
as Chair of the FOL 
Board in 2011 and for 
agreeing to be Chair in 
2012 as well;

•• Dr. Virginia 
McKinley and ‘Mc’ 
McIlvoy for serving as 
newsletter co-editors;

•• Lynn Hill for having 
completed two full 
terms on the Board; 

•• Amy Ager and Janet 
Shaw for committing 
to a second term on 
the Board;

•• Sebastian Matthews 
and ‘Mc’ McIlvoy for 
joining the Board;

•• Eric Baden (Art), Liz 
Brace (Conferences), 
Keller Anne Knight 
(Campus Store), 
Candace Taylor 
(Theatre), and Evan 
Wantland (Math) for 
joining the Board as 
campus liaisons.

More on Holly Iglesias
Holly earned a Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Humanities from Florida State 

University and has translated the work of award-winning Cuban poet, Caridad 
Atencio. She lives in western North Carolina with her partner, the writer 
Catherine Reid, and teaches in the Master of Liberal Arts Program at the 
University of North Carolina – Asheville.

and reminisces about the Heinz pickle pin she received there; Iglesias says that image 
is far more evocative than anything Teddy Roosevelt might have said in the Fair’s 
opening speech.

“People take in small stories, rather than large stories,” she says, describing the 
recording she heard during her research of a woman named Julia Davis, an educator 
and community activist who had ridden the Ferris wheel during the Fair.  The tape 
had been made in the 1970s when the woman was an adult.  What stuck with 
Iglesias was the woman’s laughter as she recalled that people had thought because 
she had attended Sumner High School, the first African American high school west 
of the Mississippi, which most whites thought of as inferior, she had had an inferior 
education. In fact the Sumner High School students received superb educations 
because many of their teachers had earned graduate degrees but couldn’t get college 
teaching jobs; they taught high school instead.  Davis knew that standards at 
Sumner were very high.  “Names and details are what people attach to,” Iglesias says, 
explaining why this particular woman’s name, story, and laughter stayed with her.

Iglesias, who taught for a time at Warren Wilson College, now teaches 
documentary film and photography in the UNC-Asheville Master of Liberal Arts 
Program.  She grew up in Missouri with a passel of aunts and a strong, opinionated 
grandmother.  She herself savors and saves the little memories.  She describes her 
poems as “snapshots, not sweeps of history—fleeting images,” saying that she chooses 
to write prose poems rather than novels because “they’re like bricks—[the prose 
poem is] a postcard, [that defies] reader expectation—there’s nothing lovely about it, 
no air.”  One can begin to see the documentarian’s eye in this choice; the poetry is 
fiction, but those little details and the lack of ornamentation or comment make it feel 
true. In either case, readers come away feeling as though they have learned something 
real and deep about another person or circumstance, just as I felt after my meeting 
with Holly Iglesias.

Winning the NEA fellowship was for Iglesias like getting a “big chuck under the 
chin,” a sort of affirmation of the work to which she has devoted her life.  “At least 
eight really smart people read it and were moved by it,” she says.  Over a thousand 
people submitted work to win the fellowship; only 42 won the $25,000 prize.  That 
is a kind of recognition not many poets receive in their lifetimes.

Iglesias’s latest work is Angles of Approach (prose poems), available from White 
Pine Press (www.whitepine.org/catalog.php?series=3#I).  Souvenirs of a Shrunken 
World is available from Kore Press (www.korepress.org/bios/HollyIglesias.htm).  Both 
collections, and Iglesias’s critical work, Boxing Inside the Box: Women’s Prose Poetry 
(Quale Press, 2004), are available also at Malaprop’s bookstore in Asheville. 

The Harwood-Cole lecture will take place on Saturday, November 12.



Faculty Teaching Excellence Award  
for 2010-2011
By Virginia McKinley, Ph.D.

Dr. Dave Ellum is the most recent recipient of the undergraduate faculty 
Teaching Excellence Award at Warren Wilson College.   He arrived in 2007 and 
serves as the only full-time faculty member in forestry.  Students are drawn to 
his enthusiasm for teaching and learning, and they admire him (in one student’s 
words) as “a brilliant thinker, an articulate lecturer, and a great naturalist.”  His 
faculty colleagues admire him as well, and one colleague has said, “He reminds me 
of the joy of teaching and of the kind of teacher I want to be.  He is, hands down, 
one of the best educators I’ve known.”

Dr. Ellum considers it a challenge to teach the breadth and depth of an entire 
discipline at a liberal arts college.  Yet he finds it liberating as well to teach not 
only “the technical side of forestry” but also “the why.”  To teach why we need to 
manage forests well is to address the ethical and philosophical aspects of forest 
management, something that Dr. Ellum would probably not have the opportunity 
to do at a large university forestry school, where “the why” would ordinarily be 
considered the sole province of a highly specialized forest ethics professor.

At a small liberal arts college, a forestry professor 
often teaches students who don’t intend to pursue 
forestry beyond one or two college courses.  That’s just 
fine with Dave Ellum, who emphasizes that the three 
most important characteristics of a good forester are 
traits of good citizens, too.  He insists that a forester 
must be patient: in 50 to 75 years, the forest will have 
developed (one can hope) in the way that one or many 
foresters have worked to see it grow.  A forester must 
also be humble: “The forest provides, not the forester.”  
In addition, a forester must have the ability to deal 
with complexities and with sometimes radical and even 
disastrous change – the consequences of extensive fire 
or extended drought, for example.  Dr. Ellum easily 
concedes, “You’ll never have all the information, all the 
answers” when working within the complex living system 
that is a forest; and still a forester must make the best 
decisions possible with the knowledge at hand.  And then 
the forester must wait patiently, often for decades, to 
observe the outcome of those decisions.

Dr. Ellum considers himself a generalist and insists 
on the need to approach forests holistically.  At the 
same time, he has specialist knowledge in an impressive 
range of disciplines: wildlife biology, botany, forestry 

and silviculture.  His particular area of research and 
expertise is that of the ground story flora, with special 
attention to ground story biodiversity and to forest plant 
communities.  He has become increasingly engaged in 
the college community, as well as with individuals and 
organizations beyond the campus.  Many of his courses 
incorporate service-learning, notably work with the 
Fairview Elementary School garden, the Land Trust for 
the Little Tennessee, and the Cradle of Forestry.  The 
service-learning opportunity he provides for students 
are consistent with his sense of students’ responsibility 
not just to “know stuff” but to “do stuff” that is useful 
to others and appropriate as well to the needs of the 
land and the forests.  Students’ culminating project in 
his Forest Management course is to work with a private 
landowner (previously identified and contacted by Dr. 
Ellum) who would like to have a forest management 
plan.  The students then work on the property, gather all 
necessary information, including the landowner’s own 
goals and available resources, and complete a plan for 
that specific property.  The students demonstrate their 
knowledge by completing the plan, “a product,” says Dr. 
Ellum, “not just answers on a final exam.”

Students on the forestry crew are also engaged 
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in developing and maintaining a campus forest 
management plan that must remain as dynamic as the 
forest itself, yet be based on clear guiding principles and 
goals.  Crew members aid in the gradual accumulation 
of long-term data and a continuous forest inventory (for 
how much wood is cut and how much has grown, for 
example).  The management plan for the Warren Wilson 
College Forest is being developed on a compartment 
rotation basis, with a focus on one of five divisions of the 
forest each year and an anticipated update of the overall 
management plan every five years.

Dave Ellum insists that “education is the number one 
natural resource from the College Forest.”  He himself 
serves as Forest Director and is responsible for the long-
term vision and overall planning related to the forest.  
He then delegates the implementation of the plan to the 
Forest Manager, who works directly with the student 
forestry crew.  Since his arrival in 2007, Dr. Ellum has 
devoted attention, energy, and collaborative effort to 
building a strong forestry program that includes the 
sustainable forestry academic curriculum and the work of 
the student forestry crew.  The deliberate inclusion of the 
forestry crew in the forestry program enhances learning 

opportunities even for crew members not majoring in 
sustainable forestry but who learn (in the words of one 
student crew member) “by directly linking the work we 
are doing with our hands to the work we are doing with 
our minds.”

Eventually, Dr. Ellum hopes, the benefits of that 
education as “the number one natural resource from 
the forest” will extend well beyond the campus.  He 
would like to see the College Forest become a regional 
demonstration and research forest, and a “scale-
appropriate and regionally useful example of Southern 
Appalachian forestry,” for the benefit of students and 
others, including private landowners.

In the meantime, Dave Ellum continues to learn 
from his experience with students and colleagues in 
the classroom and in the forest – and from his service 
on the campus buildings and grounds committee, the 
long-range land-use committee, and (at present) the 
presidential search committee – always asking himself the 
same question: “How can I use this in my teaching?”  It’s 
no wonder that the quality of his teaching has generated 
appreciation and admiration among students and 
colleagues alike. 

Please Welcome Mary Malelu
By Chris Nugent

The library was fortunate this summer to hire a brand new Night Circulation Supervisor.   
This will allow us to remain open until midnight Sundays through Thursdays, something 
that students had requested for a long, long time.

Mary Malelu, who graduated in May from Warren Wilson College after having served 
on the library crew in a variety of functions, brings the perfect perspective and skill set to 
this position.  A recent graduate herself, she not only has an intimate understanding of 
Warren Wilson College students, but can also communicate the student perspective to the 
rest of the staff. 

This unique perspective will help us tremendously as we are beginning a comprehensive restructuring process.   
We hope that restructuring will position us well to meet emerging and future needs of our students in light of rapidly 
changing technologies, research-and study preferences, and student expectations.

	 Mary majored in Philosophy and plans to earn a Master’s Degree in library science. This appointment will not 
only give her some direct experience as a library staff member, but may also help her launch a satisfying and successful 
library career.  Welcome, Mary Malelu!
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Membership Coupon
Friends of the Pew Learning Center & Ellison Library  •  January 1, 2012 - December 31, 2012

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________________________________________State_______________Zip Code___________

FOL Membership $__________         Additional Donation $__________        

Total Amount Enclosed $____________________________________________________________________

Annual dues are $15.00 per person and $25 per couple.  As a Friend of the Library you may use the library on site; a newsletter keeps you 
informed about the College and the library, and you will be invited to the Harwood-Cole Lecture and other College events of interest.

Please use the enclosed envelope for your membership renewal.

All Friends of the Library Members
Now is the time to renew your membership for January-December 2012!  Please fill out the form below and return it to the 

library. Please note that library borrowing privileges are now available to Buncombe County residents under a separate program 
that runs on an annual basis from date of purchase.  If you are interested in this, please inquire with our circulation supervisor,  
BK Segall (771- 3064).

If you would like to make a contribution over and above the membership amount, we would be very grateful. 

A Tribute to Martha McLean (’75)
By Chris Nugent

Our dear colleague and friend, Martha 
McLean, passed away early last May.  Martha, who 
was also a college alum, joined the library staff 
in summer 2007.  She worked in acquisitions, 
cataloging, interlibrary loan, and serials, and 
mentored many student crew members during her 

four years in the library.  Martha contributed a wide variety of skills, a stellar 
work ethic, and an exceptionally high level of productivity to our team, but 
she also brought a deep wisdom about life and a sense of humor to us, not 
to speak of the many and sundry penguins in all shapes and sizes that graced 
her office. (Martha’s Penguin costume was the ultimate hit at several library 
Halloween parties). 

The library staff joined Martha’s family, her many friends from all over 
the country, and her friends from across the campus for a truly beautiful 
memorial service in the College Chapel on May 21, 2011. She was laid 
to rest at the Warren Wilson College cemetery.  We are grateful for the 
privilege of having had Martha as a colleague these last four years.

Scenes from the  
2010 Harwood-Cole Lecture

McIlvoy 
with 

members 
of the 

Cole and 
Harwood 

families




