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WNC Nature Center Reflection

In the spring of my junior year at Warren Wilson College I worked as an intern at the Western North Carolina Nature Center. The Nature Center is one of only 218 AZA accredited facilities in North America and is home to a collection of wild and farm animals native to the region. I began my undergraduate work at Warren Wilson College with the idea that I would obtain a biology degree to pursue my interest in working with animals. As a young adult, several experiences helped me realize that my real passion lay in animal behavior and influenced my decision to study psychology. 

Although I plan to pursue a career in animal behavior, most of my classes focus on human psychology. My interest in working with animals is focused on wild animal mental health in captivity. I took the excellent biology course, Animal Behavior, but wanted to take this area of study even further. There are limitations to learning in a classroom, and I believed that this internship could take my college education past these limitations.

My intention working at the Nature Center was to work alongside professionals doing the kind of work I plan to pursue. Two afternoons a week I assisted keepers in the daily tasks at the center. My activities have included supervising the barn animal petting area, fixing meals and supplements, feeding and training animals, cleaning enclosures, observing vet visits, patching fences, and generally assisting the staff with anything that comes up in the often chaotic and unpredictable world of working with animals to. I am learning husbandry skills to work with a diverse collection of animals from birds of prey and otters to red wolves and snakes.

My learning was not limited to my time spent on the Nature Center’s grounds. I kept a daily log of my activities and considered new questions about animal mental health that my experiences brought up. I pursued answers to these questions through creating a small portfolio of questions and references about enrichment, housing, and training. This portfolio is something I expect to keep as a valuable resource for myself in further studies and career. 

My time at the Nature Center has been a very positive experience. I recommend that every student tries to fit an internship into their schedule during their time at Warren Wilson. Especially if you have chosen a major that does not offer classes in your particular area of interest, internships are an excellent way to supplement and shape your educational experience at Warren Wilson to your wants and needs.  [image: image1.jpg]



