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Introduction  
 
 
Warren Wilson College's waste management program began in 1982 with one student who was 
concerned about the campus waste stream. This concern fueled a program called GAIN--Glass 
Aluminum Including Newspaper--and resulted in a ten-percent reduction in waste during its first year. 
In 1987, following a model developed by urban communities, students in an environmental policy 
class created a Solid Waste Management Plan that was subsequently adopted by the College. The 
centerpiece of the Plan was the creation of a Waste Management Crew (incorporating the existing trash 
collection crew and the GAIN recycling crew), thus integrating the academic plan of action into the 
school's work program. Today, a crew of 20-26 students is responsible for collecting and managing 
over 25 recyclable materials, operating a FreeStore and WoodShop, composting campus food waste, 
disposing of solid waste, researching and implementing new waste reduction programs, and educating 
the campus about waste-related issues. 
 
This is the 8th Annual Solid Waste and Recycling Report produced since 2000.  Since 2000, both our 
ability to capture data and the accuracy of our data have greatly improved.  This document provides a 
look at data for the past 6 years.  It is possible to arrange and analyze the data in a variety of ways.  We 
have chosen only a few methods of data presentation here to provide the reader with an overall look at 
the College’s waste stream and the Recycling Crew’s activities.  The Recycling Crew utilizes this data 
to set waste reduction goals and monitor progress. 
 
If you have any questions about the data or need a more detailed analysis, please feel free to contact 
the Recycling Office. 
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RECYCLING AND SOLID WASTE DATA 
 

FY 2003-2009 
 
 
 
 

MATERIAL TONS  
03-04 

TONS  
04-05 

TONS 
  05-06 

TONS 
 06-07 

TONS 
  07-08 

TONS 
08-09 

Trash  272.7200 326.3800 279.5000 255.1500 257.5598 259.1100 
Recycling  153.8103 137.1344 134.9127 163.5872 181.1936 142.8292 
Compost 51.4950 0.00001 32.5100 21.2700 31.6800 24.8500 
Reusables 1.9462 2.9548 2.1081 3.0193 4.8773 3.4418 
TOTAL WASTE  
STREAM 

479.9715 466.4692 449.0308 443.0265 475.3107 430.2310 

 
 
 
 
 
MATERIAL TONS 03-04 TONS 04-05 TONS 05-06 TONS 06-07 TONS 07-08 TONS 08-09 

Trash 272.7200 326.3800 279.5000 255.1500 257.5598 259.1100 

Diverted 
Materials2 

207.2515 140.0892 169.5308 187.8765 217.7509 171.1210 

TOTAL WASTE 
STREAM 

479.9715 466.4692 449.0308 443.0265 475.3107 430.2310 

Diversion Rate 43.12% 30.03% 37.75% 42.41% 45.81% 39.77% 

 

                                                 
1 The composting operation was temporarily shut down during this year to research a better method of composting. 
2 Diverted Materials includes Recyclables, Compost, and Reusables. 
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All Measured Waste Types 
 
 
MATERIAL 

TONS    
03-04 

TONS 
04-05 

TONS    
05-06 

TONS 
06-07  

TONS 
07-08 

TONS 
08-09 

Trash 272.7200 326.3800 279.5000 255.1500 257.5598 259.1100 
Paper 49.1300 38.3000 32.4000 50.5900 57.5500 41.9600 
Glass 38.3600 30.5900 36.4550 38.5600 37.7700 36.4870 
Compost 51.4950 0.00003 32.5100 21.2700 31.6800 24.8500 
Cardboard4 24.3600 22.0000 27.6000 29.2000 26.8000 24.2455 
Scrap Metal 24.6230 29.3960 24.3715 20.1770 29.7830 15.4370 
Concrete 0 .6100 0 2.7700 12.6200 5.0000 
Plastic 4.6650 3.7800 4.1300 4.4600 3.7125 3.9575 
Steel Cans 3.6700 3.3900 3.5400 3.5350 3.5325 3.8200 
Computer Components 1.6720 2.1125 2.7210 4.0630 2.6455 3.4473 
Clothing & Household Goods 
(reusables)5 

1.9462 2.9548 2.1081 3.0193 4.8773 3.4418 

Carpet 0 0 0 0 0 2.1105 
Pallets6 1.7063 1.0238 .5688 4.0950 3.2305 1.9793 
Aluminum 1.9635 2.0500 1.8400 2.1365 2.0550 1.9020 
Tires7 3.0475 3.4270 .8095 3.0800 .6845 .8030 
Batteries (Rechargeable & 
Non-rechargeable) 

.1336 .0838 .1376 .1666 .1833 .6190 

Fluorescent Bulbs8 .1293 .1063 .1415 .3643 .2405 .5743 
Cassette Tapes & Cases, 
CD’s, Jewel Cases, Videos, 
3.5” Diskettes 

.2891 .2090 .1753 .3368 .2393 .2615 

Mattresses9 0 0 0 0 0 .1375 
Printer Cartridges .0610 .0135 .0225 .0530 .1470 .0878 
TOTAL 479.9715 466.4692 449.0308 443.0265 475.3107 430.2310 
 

                                                 
3 The composting operation was temporarily shut down during this year to research a better method of composting. 
4 FY 02-03 and part of FY 03-04 cardboard weights are estimated using numbers provided by the EPA for the average amounts held by 
dumpsters of a particular size.  Part of FY 03-04 and all of FY 04-05 weights are based on the average bale weights.  The average weight per 
bale, which is determined by our vendor, is 800 lbs.    
5 Reusable clothing is donated to local shelters. 
6 Averaged weight.  These weights do not include a number of pallets which are taken from our facility and reused by community members. 
7 Averaged weight. 
8 Averaged weight.   
9 Buncombe County banned mattresses from the landfill & implemented a recycling program for them in 2009. 
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SUMMARY 
 
TRASH 
General trash decreased in all areas by approximately 6-7 tons.  See page 7 for details.   
 
Overall, there is a small increase in trash because we threw away 13.45 tons of food waste this year that could not 
be composted, primarily while the GreenDrum auger was broken. 
 
RECYCLING 
General recycling decreased.  While this may at first seem to be an undesirable result, it is actually a positive trend.  
In the popular Three R’s, ‘reduce’ and ‘reuse’ both come before ‘recycle’. Our goal is to reduce ALL waste, including 
recyclables.  For example, a reduction in paper recycling hopefully means that less paper is being used and less junk 
mail is being received. 
      
We started sending our paper, plastic, cardboard and glass recyclables to a new vendor, Curbside Management.  Their 
scales are more accurate than the ones of our previous vendor.   
 
The large decrease in paper could be partially due to more accurate weights; however, it could also be due to a general 
decrease in paper use and the fact that there were no large file/office clean-outs this year.  It is interesting to note that 
previously, paperboard was recycled with cardboard.  With our change in vendors in Dec ’08, we started adding 
paperboard to our paper recycling.  We expected to see an increase in paper because of this, yet still experienced a 
decrease in weights.   
 
The weights for scrap metal recycling and concrete are lower because the 07-08 year includes several large clean-
ups/projects that are not a normal part of operations. 
 
Buncombe County initiated a new mandatory mattress recycling program this year.  Previously, all mattresses were 
landfilled.   
 
We also were briefly able to participate in a carpet recycling program.  This program has been temporarily suspended, 
so carpet is once again being landfilled. 
 
In addition to our regular End of Year Move Out program, we held another Free Day Give-Away open to the 
community.  We gave away 2,162 lbs of clothing and 180 lbs of miscellaneous items during the event. 
 
COMPOST 
Total food waste generated in the cafeterias stayed approximately the same from the previous year -- ~38 tons.  
However, due largely to mechanical failure of the GreenDrum, we actually composted ~7 tons less of food waste this 
year. 
 
EXPENSES/REVENUES 
Trash costs increased by approximately $1,000, while recycling related expenses decreased by approximately $600. 
 
Revenues were average this year.  There is a notable decrease from last year due to special projects last year that 
generated a large amount of recyclables.  Recyclable market prices collapsed and we received much less per pound 
for many of our recyclables.  Curbside Management, however, has offered us fair prices for our goods, even during 
these difficult times.  We are now being paid for our plastics.  We also started separating Office Paper from Mixed 
Paper, which increases revenues and decreases hauling frequency and costs. 
 
We scaled back on our surplus program this year, mostly due to the inability to effectively supervise it given the 
current range of responsibility of the crew and supervisor.  We did not market or sell any surplus this year. 



 6

 
NOTES OF INTEREST 
We received 2 major awards this year:   

a. National Wildlife Federation Leading College or University in Waste Management 
b. Carolina Recycling Association Top College or University in Waste Reduction & Recycling 

 
See page 15 for other accomplishments 
 
WASTE REDUCTION GOALS FOR NEXT YEAR 
Attain / maintain an overall diversion rate of 50%.   This is our overall waste reduction goal.  Areas in which we 
can improve include construction waste and composting.  We can also improve our tracking systems so that we can 
include diverted materials from the FreeStore or WoodShop that are not currently included in our waste 
measurements.  
 
Increase composting capacity.  Our current GreenDrum cannot process all of the food waste from the cafeterias and 
still operate effectively and legally.  In order to compost all food waste from the cafeterias, and possibly re-start our 
dorm and housing compost program, we will need to increase our composting capacity.  While we may consider a 
number of ways to achieve this, the most likely route will be to expand our current facility.  Developing capacity to 
compost all cafeteria waste is our main goal.  However, if we were able re-start our dorm, housing, and building 
compost program, we could potentially reduce another 13 tons of food waste from the landfill. 
 
Re-design Gladfelter trash/recycling area and remove 8-yd overhead dumpster.  This will reduce costs, give us 
more oversight of what is being thrown away, and give us more accurate weight data.  It currently costs over $5,000 
to have a separate dumpster at Gladfelter.  We estimate that we could save around $3,000 annually by redesigning the 
area and removing the dumpster.  (The Gladfelter weight data in this report is an estimate based on a 2 week 
garbology study conducted in October 2009.  It is important to note that we previously used estimates provided by the 
EPA, which were twice what we actually measured in our own dumpster.   We changed the data from an estimate of 
62.4 tons/yr to 31.2 tons/yr.) 
 
Conduct garbology studies in dorms and buildings to determine where to focus educational efforts.   
In a garbology study, we can evaluate several aspects of waste and then implement reduction programs where they are 
most needed.  Aspects we consider are: 

a. Recyclables that people are throwing into the trash 
b. Recyclables that are being recycled, but that could possibly be eliminated (ie, single serve water bottles) 
c. Trash that is being generated that could be eliminated (ie:  plastic bags) 
 

Continue Junk Mail Project and evaluate efficacy.  In 6 months, we removed at least 882 individuals from specific 
mailings.  We hope that continuing this project will reduce paper waste. 
 
Improve construction waste data collection and include in report next year. 
 
Increase diversion rate for large unwanted items by making better use of Freecycle and Craigslist.  Specifically, 
we can market slightly damaged goods for free to the community for creative uses instead of sending them to the 
landfill. 
 
Create and review 3 month reports on waste trends covering the past 3 years.  This will keep us aware of our 
progress and highlight any areas of concern as we work towards our waste reduction goals.   
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MATERIAL TONS  
03-04 

TONS  
04-05 

TONS 
  05-06 

TONS 
 06-07 

TONS 
  07-08 

TONS 
08-09 

Trash  272.7200 326.3800 279.5000 255.1500 257.5598 259.1100 
Recycling  153.8103 137.1344 134.9127 163.5872 181.1936 142.8292 
Compost 51.4950 0.0000 32.5100 21.2700 31.6800 24.8500 
Reusables 1.9462 2.9548 2.1081 3.0193 4.8773 3.4418 
TOTAL WASTE STREAM 479.9715 466.4692 449.0308 443.0265 475.3107 430.2310 

 

Sources of Trash 
 

SOURCE TONS 
03-04 

TONS 
04-05 

TONS 
05-06 

TONS 
06-07 

TONS 
07-08 

TONS 
08-09 

Main Trash Compactor 92.00 112.3010 111.82 114.62 134.20 131.04 
Pole Barn Dumpster 103.97 105.46 109.15 90.2011 77.20 74.48 
Gladfelter Dumpster12 31.20 31.20 31.20 31.20 31.20 31.20 
Food Waste 0 37.60 0 5.93 6.20 13.45 
End-of-Year MoveOut 10.37 10.76 5.85 13.20 8.57 7.68 
Special Clean-ups 14.38 8.26 5.88 0 0 1.26 
FMTS Dumpster13 20.80 20.80 15.60 0 0 0 
TOTAL 272.72 326.38 279.50 255.15 257.37 259.11 

 
 

Yearly Comparisons of Total Trash Costs 
 
 
BY SOURCE FY 03-04 FY 04-05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08 FY 08-09 
Compactor $8,418.00 $6,710.20 $7,031.80 $6,735.56 $7,420.29 $8,289.54 
Pole Barn $8,256.98 $7,866.64 $8,485.94 $7,078.60 $6,527.17 $6,049.79 
Gladfelter Box $4,447.80 $3,645.00 $4,293.81 $4,483.08 $4,573.08 $5,371.56 
Miscellaneous $2,766.50 $2,255.18 $1,835.40 $2,441.60 $1,835.60 $1,626.47 
FMTS Box $1,650.60 $1,215.00 $1,265.24 0 0 0 
TOTALS $25,539.88 $21,692.02 $22,912.19        $20,738.84 $20,356.14 $21,337.36 

 
 
BY FEE FY 03-04 FY 04-05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08 FY 08-09 
Tipping Fees $11,772.28 $11,695.52 $12,750.54 $13,074.84 $12,950.40 $14,327.02 
Hauling Charges $5,830.00 $5,830.0014 $5,590.00 $5,060.00 $5,100.00 $4,420.00 
Gasoline 
Surcharges 

$317.00 $611.50 $1,037.55 $989.00 $1,450.74 $1,847.34 

Rental Fees $7,620.60 $3,555.0015 $3,534.10 $1,615.00 $855.00 $743.00 
TOTALS $25,539.88 $21,692.02 $22,912.19 $20,738.84 $20,356.14 $21,337.36 
                                                 
10 Unsure as to why there is such a large increase.  Potential reasons are disposal of College Relations construction trash and a general 
increase in the student population. 
11 Decrease in Pole Barn dumpster weights begins after moving the container to the Recycling Center where it can be monitored. 
12 Averaged weight/year is 31.2 tons.  Anything over that is non-composted food waste we weighed and disposed of in dumpster. 
13 FMTS dumpster removed in 2006. 
14 Tipping fees are same as previous year, even though trash weights increased.  This is because the trash increase was in the Gladfelter 
dumpster from the compost, and there are no ‘tipping fees’ for that dumpster, just a flat fee. 
15 Large reduction in rental fees after renegotiating contract with Wyatt Waste Container. 
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Major Trash Expenses  
 

FY 08-09 
 

RENTALS TIPPING 
FEES 

HAULING 
FEES 

GASOLINE 
SURCHARGES 

TOTALS 

Compactor 0 $6,027.04 $1,560.00 $702.50 $8,289.54 
Pole Barn 0 $3,244.02 $2,210.00 $595.77 $6,049.79 
Gladfelter Box $228.00 $4,662.60 0 $480.96 $5,371.56 
Miscellaneous $515.00 $393.36 $650.00 $68.11 $1,626.47 
FMTS Box 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTALS $743.00 $14,327.02 $4,420.00 $1,847.34 $21,337.36 
FY 07-08 
 

     

Compactor 0 $5,313.18 $1,600.00 $507.11 $7,420.29 
Pole Barn 0 $3,022.94 $2,850.00 $654.23 $6,527.17 
Gladfelter Box $180.00 $4,237.20 0 $155.88 $4,573.08 
Miscellaneous $675.00 $377.08 $650.00 $133.52 $1,835.60 
FMTS Box 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTALS $855.00 $12,950.40 $5,100.00 $1,450.74 $20,356.14 
FY 06-07 

 
     

Compactor $600.00 $4,355.56 $1,540.00 $240.00 $6,735.56 
Pole Barn $210.00 $3,427.60 $2,970.00 $471.00 $7,078.60 
Gladfelter Box $180.00 $4,165.08 0 $138.00 $4,483.08 
Miscellaneous $625.00 $1,126.60 $550.00 $140.00 $2,441.60 
FMTS Box 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTALS $1,615.00  $13,074.84  $5,060.00  $989.00  $20,738.84  
FY 05-06      
Compactor $1,200.00 $4,171.80 $1,430.00 $230.00 $7,031.80 
Pole Barn $420.00 $4,094.94 $3,410.00 $561.00 $8,485.94 
Gladfelter Box $180.00 $3,996.90 0 $116.91 $4,293.81 
Miscellaneous $503.50 $486.90 $750.00 $95.00 $1,835.40 
FMTS Box $1,230.60 0 0 $34.64 $1,265.24 
TOTALS $3,534.10  $12,750.54  $5,590.00  $1,037.55  $22,912.19  
FY 04-05      
Compactor $1,200.00 $3,818.20 $1,540.00 $152.00 $6,710.20 
Pole Barn $420.00 $3,585.64 $3,520.00 $341.00 $7,866.64 
Gladfelter Box 0 $3,645.00 0 0 $3,645.00 
Miscellaneous $720.00 $646.68 $770.00 $118.50 $2,255.18 
FMTS Box $1,215.00 0 0 0 $1,215.00 
TOTALS $3,555.00  $11,695.52  $5,830.00  $611.50  $21,692.02  
FY 03-04      
Compactor $3,900.00 $3,128.00 $1,320.00 $70.00 $8,418.00 
Pole Barn $900.00 $3,534.98 $3,630.00 $192.00 $8,256.98 
Gladfelter Box $180.00 $4,267.80 0 0 $4,447.80 
Miscellaneous $990.00 $841.50 $880.00 $55.00 $2,766.50 
FMTS Box $1,650.60 0 0 0 $1,650.60 
TOTALS $7,620.60  $11,772.28  $5,830.00  $317.00  $25,539.88  
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MATERIAL TONS  

03-04 
TONS  
04-05 

TONS 
  05-06 

TONS 
 06-07 

TONS 
  07-08 

TONS 
08-09 

Trash  272.7200 326.3800 279.5000 255.1500 257.5598 259.1100 
Recycling  153.8103 137.1344 134.9127 163.5872 181.1936 142.8292 
Compost 51.4950 0.0000 32.5100 21.2700 31.6800 24.8500 
Reusables 1.9462 2.9548 2.1081 3.0193 4.8773 3.4418 
TOTAL WASTE STREAM 479.9715 466.4692 449.0308 443.0265 475.3107 430.2310 

 

Major Recycling Expenses 
 

Expenses for Plastic, Paper, Glass, Cardboard16, and Scrap Metal Containers 
 
 
EXPENSE FY 03-04 FY 04-05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08 FY 08-09 
Hauling Fees $4,070.00 $3,850.00 $4,180.00 $4,510.00 $4,980.00 $4,810.00 
Gasoline Surcharges $219.00 $347.00 $614.80 $717.00 $993.59 $510.64 
Rentals $5,780.00 $1,680.0017 $1,680.00 $840.00 0 0 
TOTALS $10,069.00 $5,877.00 $6,474.80 $6,067.00 $5,973.59 $5,320.64 
 
 
Other recycling expenses include shipping and processing costs for: 
 
ITEM FY 03-04 FY 04-05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08 FY 08-09 
Computers, Electronics & 
Bulbs 

$1,528.40 $1,887.58 $2,297.47 $2,773.78 $1,191.26 $1,188.72 

Other Misc. Recyclables  $227.27 $105.54 $162.47 $318.75 $216.67 $238.11 
Mattresses $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $55.00 
Batteries  $265.33 $142.00 $266.00 $318.00 $318.00 $53.00 
Tires $282.00 $018 $0 $0 $0 $0 
TOTALS $2,303.00 $2,135.12 $2,725.94 $3,410.53 $1,725.93 $1,534.83 

                                                 
16 Cardboard containers located at Recycling and Gladfelter removed Nov. 2003 and April 2004, respectively, after setting up the cardboard 
baler.   
17 Large reduction in rental fees after renegotiating the contract with Wyatt Waste Container. 
18 Worked with Buncombe County Solid Waste Department to waive fees for our tire recycling disposal. 
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Recycling Revenues 
 

SOURCE REVENUE 
03-04 

REVENUE 
04-05 

REVENUE 
05-06 

REVENUE 
06-07 

REVENUE 
07-08 

REVENUE 
08-09 

Scrap Metal  $526.50  $1,637.10  $1,472.80  $1,994.94  $7,857.30  $2,581.78 
Aluminum & Steel $1,547.84 $1,446.93 $1,560.20 $2,197.31 $2,580.40 $1,441.32 
Paper $318.35 $181.45 $115.93 $132.76 $691.57 $661.32 
Printer Cartridges $172.73 $77.48 $200.59 $303.69 $913.65 $599.10 
Cardboard $417.82 $885.02 $1,731.13 $1,234.40 $1,638.00 $591.86 
Other 0 0 $180.00 $191.00 $85.00 $202.70 
Plastic 0 0 0 0 0 $104.46 
Surplus Sales $482.00 $1,022.67 $634.00 $955.99 $1,656.26 0 
TOTAL $3,465.24 $5,250.65 $5,894.65 $7,010.09 $15,422.18 $6,203.36 
 

Discussion of Revenues 
 

1. Scrap Metal:  FY 07-08 is an anomaly that reflects 2 special projects in which we recycled a lot of scrap 
metal – Jensen renovations and clean-up of the Fortune property on work day.  Despite price drops in 08-09, 
we still did relatively well for scrap revenues. 

2. Aluminum & Steel:   We did not receive any revenues from our steel cans until September 2003 when we 
started taking them to Asheville Metal Recyclers instead of Asheville Waste Paper.  Aluminum revenues have 
fluctuated between 35 & 70 cents/lb during this time.  The current drop from last year reflects severe price 
drops in scrap prices. 

3. Paper:  We had trouble with our vendor receiving accurate weight tickets & revenues for a few years.  We 
were also charged for our Mixed Paper on & off until 2002.  The accounting system is now somewhat 
improved & we have been receiving revenues for our paper steadily.  Paper prices decreased this year. 

4. Printer Cartridges:   This market fluctuates frequently.   
5. Cardboard:   In FY02-03, we were using dumpsters instead of a baler for our cardboard & were receiving no 

revenue.  We started using a cardboard baler in November of 2003 for campus cardboard except for cardboard 
from Gladfelter.  We began baling all cardboard in May of 2003.  Therefore, we did not receive revenues for 
the total amount of cardboard recycled in FY03-04.  FY 04-05 was the first year we completely baled and 
received revenues for all campus cardboard, hence the increasing trend in revenues.  The drop this year is due 
to a drop in market prices. 

6. Plastic:  This year, we started sending our recyclables to a new vendor – Curbside Management.  They are 
paying us for our plastic. 

7. Surplus Sales:  General surplus sales have essentially stopped unless the school asks us to specifically sell a 
particular item.   

 
 
Note on revenue differences:  * There is a difference between the revenues stated above and the revenues reported 
from both the official Accounting Office records and the tracking spreadsheet we use to keep records of weight and 
revenue data.  The difference is due to the fact that the revenues for recyclables processed in May or June may not 
show up on accounting records until July or August which is the following fiscal year.   
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MATERIAL TONS  

03-04 
TONS  
04-05 

TONS 
  05-06 

TONS 
 06-07 

TONS 
  07-08 

TONS 
08-09 

Trash  272.7200 326.3800 279.5000 255.1500 257.5598 259.1100 
Recycling  153.8103 137.1344 134.9127 163.5872 181.1936 142.8292 
Compost 51.4950 0.0000 32.5100 21.2700 31.6800 24.8500 
Reusables 1.9462 2.9548 2.1081 3.0193 4.8773 3.4418 
TOTAL WASTE STREAM 479.9715 466.4692 449.0308 443.0265 475.3107 430.2310 

 

The  FreeStore 
 

Since its inception in 2000, the FreeStore has grown from one rusty shelf of items to an ever-expanding sea of 
treasures! The FreeStore is stocked with items collected from the trash as well as with community donations of 
reusable items.  You can find CD’s, clothes, furniture, books, office supplies and more on any given day in the 
FreeStore.  We track materials taken from the FreeStore by asking people to fill out the “Sign-Out Sheet” with the 
amounts and types of items they take.  We estimate that for FY 03-04 and 04-05 about 1/3 of our customers checked 
out materials on the Sign-Out Sheet, so our item numbers are relatively low.  In 05-06, we created a new Sign Out 
board which more people seem to be using, so we think we have better data for items now.   
 
*Due to a recording problem, we do not have numbers for every month in FY 03-04 even though the FreeStore was 
open all year.  The problem was addressed and we should have all numbers reported for subsequent years.   
 

 FY  
03-04 

5 Months 
 

 FY  
04-05 

12 Months 

 FY  
05-06 

12 Months 

 FY  
06-07 

12 Months 

 FY  
07-08 

12 Months 

 FY 
08-09 

12 Months 

ITEMS TOTALS  TOTALS  TOTALS  TOTALS  TOTALS  TOTALS 
Articles of Clothing 771  1,544  2,980  3,581  4,347  5,348 
Kitchen Supplies 284  473  1,004  1,469  1,390  2,414 
Accessories 172  221  549  943  1,088  1,608 
Office Supplies 210  331  934  1,190  1,161  1,591 
Books and Magazines 247  476  754  721  1,158  1,307 
Craft supplies 65  110  407  582  643  941 
Music/Videos 47  131  364  517  626  850 
Beauty Products 75  116  368  593  563  847 
Other 201  248  384  243  316  845 
Appliances/Electrics 74  209  296  394  468  699 
Food 46  101  191  407  367  680 
Baskets/Bags 47  140  331  279  392  593 
Bed Stuff/Rugs/Etc 136  152  225  353  339  503 
Toys 51  108  217  262  329  430 
Gardening Supplies 36  45  115  119  138  221 
Cleaning Products & 
Chemicals 29 

 
48 

  
121 

 72  87  165 

Furniture 38  49  183  186  185  130 
TOTAL ITEMS 2,529+  4,502  9,423  11,911  13,597  19,172 
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Other Items Recycled 
 
Some items we receive are recycled or donated and are not figured into our weights.  This list includes some, but not 
all, of such items. 
 

ITEMS AMOUNTS 
FY 08-09  
Packing Peanuts 5 truckloads given to the UPS store for reuse 
Surplus Donated desks, chairs, sinks, toilets, and other various items. 
  
FY 07-08  
Packing Peanuts 5 truckloads given to the UPS store for reuse 
Saws Sold 3 large saws through Surplus program 
Surplus Sold and donated various items, including a water heater, truck top, multiple 

desks and tables, sinks, countertops, etc. 
  
FY 06-07  
Packing Peanuts 5 truckloads given to the UPS store for reuse 
Furniture / Wood Built a cupboard for Wellness; sheetrock to Art Dept.; shelf for Bulk Foods 

in Bookstore; furniture sale & giveaway (space that took up entire White 
Barn); and other Surplus furniture items. 

  

FY 05-06  
Packing Peanuts 5 truckloads given to UPS store for reuse 
Furniture We gave away a large amount of old dorm furniture to the local community.  

The furniture took up a space of 2600 square feet. 
  
FY 04-05  
Packing Peanuts 5 truckloads given to UPS store for reuse 
Furniture Unknown amount donated to local organizations 
  

FY 03-04  
Packing Peanuts 5 truckloads given to UPS store for reuse 
Car Batteries 13 given to Autoshop – recycled through NAPA 
Ballasts 11 recycled  
Ceramics One truckload donated to craft center 

 

Other Items Reused or Recycled but Not Recorded 
 
1. Wood and other construction materials from WoodShop. 
 
2. Clothing and miscellaneous items taken from collection centers and the warehouse during the End-of-Year 

MoveOut by students and staff.   
 

3. Couches and tables donated or given to students and staff on campus. 
 

4. Pallets re-used on campus. 
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MATERIAL TONS  

03-04 
TONS  
04-05 

TONS 
  05-06 

TONS 
 06-07 

TONS 
  07-08 

TONS 
08-09 

Trash  272.7200 326.3800 279.5000 255.1500 257.5598 259.1100 
Recycling  153.8103 137.1344 134.9127 163.5872 181.1936 142.8292 
Compost 51.4950 0.0000 32.5100 21.2700 31.6800 24.8500 
Reusables 1.9462 2.9548 2.1081 3.0193 4.8773 3.4418 
TOTAL WASTE STREAM 479.9715 466.4692 449.0308 443.0265 475.3107 430.2310 

 

Compost Data 
 
Data from GreenDrum Composting Operations 
 
COMPOSTED 
Fiscal Year 
TONS 

Gladfelter 
Food 

CowPie Food Total Food  Amendment 
(Wood Chips 
& Sawdust)  

Total Input  
(Food + 
Amendment) 

Total Harvest   

08-09 18.72 5.95 24.67 18.96 43.63 27.32 
07-08 24.27 7.41 31.68 22.75 54.43 40.83 
06-07 17.02 4.25 21.27 16.14 37.41 27.30 
05-06 24.20 8.31 32.51 24.39 56.90 41.73 

 
Amendment:  Woodchips + Sawdust 
Input:   Food + Amendment put into Drum 
Harvest:  Compost produced before woodchips are sifted out.  Woodchips are sifted out and reused before application of compost. 

 
Daily Averages of Composted Food Waste 
Dates # Days Input Food Ave (lbs) Amendment 

Ave (lbs) 
Total Input 
(lbs) 

08-09 FY 167 295.39 227.15 522.54 
08-09 
Academic 

122 323.73 254.09 577.82 

07-08 FY 203 312.13 224.16 536.29 
07-08 
Academic 

166 317.99 234.87 552.86 

06-07 FY 125 340.39 258.16 598.55 
06-07 
Academic 

90 364.99 257.07 622.06 

05-06 FY 224 290.24 217.74 507.98 
05-06 
Academic 

181 321.14 230.81 551.95 

OVERALL 
AVERAGE 

n/a 320.75 238.01 558.76 

 
LANDFILLED 
Fiscal Year 
TONS 

# Days 
Trashed 

Gladfelter 
Food 

CowPie 
Food 

Total Food  Reason 

08-09 84 No data No data 13.45 70 days mechanical failure = 11.24 tons 
14 days excess food waste = 2.21 tons 

07-08 44 4.42 1.97 6.39 44 days excess food waste 
06-07 35 5.10 .83 5.93 No data; partial data only 
05-06 No data No data No data No data No data 
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Historical Compost Data 

 
YEAR TONS 

FY 04-05 0.0000 
FY 03-04 51.4950 

 
FY 03-04 compost data is more detailed and can be viewed below.  These materials were composted using an 
experimental system called the “Bio-Engine”.   
 
In FY 04-05 the Bio-Engine composting operation was closed down.  The Bio-Engine was not sited well and did not 
meet our needs.  The system became problematic and was shut down.  A student on the Recycling Crew researched 
composting systems and made a recommendation to purchase a GreenDrum and begin in-vessel composting.  After a 
year of research and set up, the GreenDrum went into effect FY 05-06 
 
In FY 05-06, we began using the Green Drum to compost food waste from Gladfelter cafeteria and the Cow Pie Café.   
 

FY 03-04 Compost Data 
 
Sources of Compost 
7/1/03 – 3/25/04  (9 months)      Dorm Compost Details 
 
SOURCE GALLONS TONS 
Sodexho 9,901.3600 27.2290 
CowPie 4,303.7000 11.8350 
Dorms 2,357.8075 6.4840 
Other 
Lanes 

796.0000 2.1890 

North 
Lane 

536.9000 1.4765 

Campus 
Buildings 

396.6180 1.0907 

Daisy Hill 325.0000 .8938 
College 
View 

108.0000 .2970 

TOTAL 18,725.3855 51.4950 
 
 
We also composted at least 63 bags of paper towels and 214 bags of shredded paper. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DORM GALLONS TONS  
Stephenson 1008.4500 2.7730 
Dorland 340.2500 .9357 
Eco-Dorm & Ballfield 1 319.1000 .8775 
Shepard 139.0000 .3823 
Schafer 109.4200 .3009 
ANTC & Sutton 96.6875 .2659 
Sage 96.6500 .2658 
Sunderland 96.5000 .2654 
Ballfield 2 & 3 90.7500 .2496 
Vinings 61.0000 .1678 
TOTAL 2,357.8075 6.4839 
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Various Activities & Accomplishments 
 

1.  Outreach & Tours 
a.  Presentation to Owen High Summer School 
b. Tour & Bookmaking workshop for 3-day Drop-Out Prevention Mini-Camp on campus 
c. Numerous Composting Tours, including Givens Estate, Grove Park Inn, Advanced Composting 

Systems, and DENR 
d. Toured and provided green consulting services to Phillips Manufacturing of Asheville 
e. Hosted meeting and provided tour to the Collegiate Recycling Council for the Carolina Recycling 

Association 
 

2. Events 
a. Held a Campus Clothing Swap 
b. Co-sponsored the Recycled Art Show and Movie event 
c. Held the Free Day Give Away after Move Out and gave away 2,162 lbs of clothes and 180 lbs of other 

miscellaneous items. 
 

3. Awards 
a. National Wildlife Federation Leading College or University in Waste Management 
b. Carolina Recycling Association Top College or University in Waste Reduction & Recycling 
c. 1st Place Homecoming Poster Contest 
d. Students Jeremy Martin & Amy Peddie received Work Awards 
 

4. Education and Classes 
a. Attended 2 Mountain Green Lunch Series events 
b. Attended part of Campus Climate Summit 
c. Met with and toured Curbside Management 
d. Completed LEED-EB Webinar Series; certificate from USGBC 
e. Completed RCRA Hazardous Waste Management for Generators online course; certification 
f. Attended EMS training class 
g. Attended International GreenBuild Expo & Conference with 2 students 
 

5. Operations 
a. Implemented Office Paper project to decrease costs & increase revenues 
b. Started Junk Mail project in December; removed 882 people from various mailings 
c. Continued Craft Kingdom projects, providing jewelry, journals, notebooks, bags, hats, and other items 

crafted from trash through the Campus Bookstore and at special events. 
d. Cleaned out all dorm storage rooms at end of year 
e. Ran another successful End Of Year MoveOut program, collecting tons of reusable items from the 

dorms and minimizing landfilled waste. 
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Storage Cleanout May 2009       
 

Storage Cleanout May 2009 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     GreenBuild Expo, Boston, Nov 2008 
 

 
 
 

2nd Annual Free Day GiveAway  June 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Tours for local schools 
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Everyday Operations    


