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What is Narrative?

Narrative is defined in The American College Dioaoy, as a story of events, experiences, or the liketkdr
true or fictitious. In the fields of educatiortehiature, psychology and sociology, narrative regmés schools of
theory and practice. Students will investigaterthture of narrative and its role in presentingysing and
affecting our world-view. In this course, we welkamine, create and experience narrative througwihdows
of educational psychology and literature in a cradsural context.

Course Objectives

The first objective of this course is for studetot®xamine narrative through a variety of genrekstan
experience the power of narrative as a tool folaxpg what we know and how we know it both in auwn
culture and context and in the cultures and costekbthers. The second course objective is fafesits to
then take this deeper understanding of narrattgee({éments, role in experience and the interpogtaif
experience) to a cross-cultural learning and livemgerience and to use it as a vehicle for deepaéenstanding
of people, place and posterity.

Course Description

We will examine the roles of the senses, cultuk@tperience in narrative through readings, oras@ntations
and multi media representations of narrative. Thhotlne study of narrative, students will investigete
elements of narrative as seen through the lensedusfational psychology and cross-cultural edunadiod
experience. Our knowledge base is a compilatidayars of sensorial experiences, lived and imagined
experiences, myths and truths and trial and erddirof these layers come together to support aurent
understanding or lack of understanding of the wartnlind us — it is the “stuff” of narrative. AsridVlorrison
aptly states in her acceptance speech of the 1882INPrize for Literature,

Members of the Swedish Academy, ladies and gentieme
narrative has never been merely entertainment éor kn

is, | believe, one of the principal ways in whick absorb
knowledge. | hope you will understand then whydjin
these remarks with the opening phrase of what brigihe
oldest sentence in the world and the earliest aneawember
from our childhood, “Once upon a time.”



